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Jenna Wilson’s home is made of interior poetry.

As a fashion designer, Jenna has made the most use out of her space to inspire creativity, and outside of her work-



related endeavors, she also believes in the importance of creating an environment built on memories. As she
mentioned in our interview below, “I guess that a place that feels safe is essential for most creation to happen. I
have lived in all sorts of homes, but my favorite has been the least fancy and the most cramped... I want to wake
up in a place that feels safe, warm and amongst the people and things I love.”

It’s easy to feel that way upon stepping through the threshold of her intimate space. A maximalist at heart,
Jenna’s more-is-more aesthetic is artful and present in every corner of her Portland abode. Textiles from her
brand Ace & Jig assume positions in both the closets and on the walls. What may otherwise be unoccupied nooks
and crannies are instead adorned with artwork from her kids and thrifted treasures from her adventures around the
world. This ever-growing collection of items serves as a liveable scrapbook featuring moments (both big and
small) from Jenna’s adventure-filled life. And behind these objects are stories that are meant to evoke warmth and
nostalgia for all those who set foot inside, and we instantly felt connected to this thoughtful approach during our
recent visit.

While at her home, we got to_catch up with Jenna since our last chat, who kindly delved more into her life in
Portland along with how she’s using her creative platform as a designer to create a positive vehicle for change.
Without giving too much away, enjoy our conversation with Jenna and take a tour of her gorgeous home featuring
exclusive photos from our time together captured by Nicholas Peter Wilson for The Style Line.

“It’s filled with color, textiles, textures, treasures, my kids’
art and creations. Nothing is precious, almost everything is
inexpensive, thrifted or handed down. We use everything

to the fullest and beat stuff up a ton. Functional, effortless
and joyful like the clothing we make.”

Hi! I’'m Jenna Wilson — Canadian gal livi NQg IN Portland, Oregon now after a long
stint in New York. I’'m a solo mom of two: Adah age 6 and James (JIG!) who just turned 9. We live a simple,
colorful, chaotic life. We don’t have much and we don’t want much. My favorite days are ones filled with
spontaneous adventures of all sorts: winter beach, berry picking, art galleries, food trucks, train rides, star gazing,
picnics, rummaging through thrift stores, kitchen dance parties, library afternoons, and on and on. Textiles are
poetry to me. | value peace.

FROM BROOKLYN TO PORTLAND, ACE & JIG SEEMS TO TAKE YOU ALL OVER
THE WORLD. WHY DOES PORTLAND FEEL LIKE HOME AND HOW DOES IT
INSPIRE YOU PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY?

I fell in love with Portland years ago and it keeps growing. | love the grey days, the overly abundant flora, the
shabby houses, the food, walking everywhere, the activism, the artists. Definitely feels like home. The kindness
of strangers happens a lot here and it inspires me to want to do better myself.

AFTER LONG PERIODS OF TRAVEL WHEN YOU RETURN HOME WHAT IS THE
FIRST THING YOU DO OR PART OF THE SPACE THAT YOU ENGAGE WITH?

| take a walk to the coffee shop around the corner and get a cup of tea and sit and read the newspaper. | walk my
neighborhood. Make some art or origami at the kitchen table with my kids. Curl up in bed with my cats.

TALK TO US ABOUT YOUR CURRENT HOME. HOW DOES IT EMBODY YOUR
PERSONAL STYLE, PERSONALITY, AND CREATIVE PREFERENCES?

It’s filled with color, textiles, textures, treasures, my kids’ art and creations. Nothing is precious, almost
everything is inexpensive, thrifted or handed down. We use everything to the fullest and beat stuff up a ton.
Functional, effortless and joyful like the clothing we make. My Ace & Jig is hanging on hooks in my bedroom or
folded on shelves because | realized that for me hangers + closet =piles on the floor. So, in our house textiles are


http://bit.ly/tslbaacejig16

the art on the walls. And then you get to take that dress down off the wall and wear it. It warms you, it fills you
with memories and cheer and nostalgia.

AS A CREATIVE, WHY DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO HAVE A SPACE
THAT FEELS LIKE HOME? CAN YOU SHARE ANY ANECDOTES THAT REALLY
SPEAK TO THE ROLE HOME HAS PLAYED IN YOUR LIFE?

I guess that a place that feels safe is essential for most creation to happen. | have lived in all sorts of homes, but
my favorite has been the least fancy and the most cramped (i.e., the most lived in and the least isolating). | want
to wake up in a place that feels safe, warm and amongst the people and things I love.

“I guess that a place that feels safe is essential for most

creation to happen. | have lived in all sorts of homes, but
my favorite has been the least fancy and the most
cramped... I want to wake up in a place that feels safe,
warm and amongst the people and things I love.”

WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE SYNERGY BETWEEN FASHION AND INTERIOR
STYLE AND DO YOU FEEL YOU HAVE A SIMILAR APPROACH TO BOTH YOUR
WARDROBE AND INTERIOR PREFERENCES? DO YOU THINK ACE & JIG WOULD EVER
EXPAND INTO THIS CATEGORY?

We make home goods when the mood strikes — | have our quilts and pillows, flags and napkins strewn through my house. We
also have collaborated with artists like Pauline Boyd of Counterpane and Lisa Dorr of Le Bouton to make really special one-
of-a-kind home goods (out of our scrap textiles since we are a no waste company) — those are some of my favorite things.
Much of my clothing hangs on my walls so there are definitely blurred lines between interiors and fashion in our little home.

WHAT IS ONE QUESTION YOU WISH PEOPLE ASKED YOU MORE OFTEN?
Cary and I had the amazing experience of speaking about our business this past winter at a design summit in Santa Fe... so
maybe more about the business side of things? (PS — currently completely obsessed with the NPR podcast How | Built This).

HOW DO YOU THINK CREATIVITY CONTRIBUTES TO SOME OF THE WORLD’S BIGGER
CONVERSATIONS AND WHAT ROLE DO YOU HOPE YOUR CREATIVE PLAY IN THIS
SHIFT?

We have seen the power of clothing and textiles bring people together. There are so many stories of women meeting through a
mutual love of Ace & Jig and becoming friends, meeting up and supporting each other. We have also started to mobilize our
business to be a force for good. We have run over 20 fund-raisers in the past 12 months for nonprofits ranging from the
ACLU and SPLC to a local Portland women’s shelter. We use our voice. We are pushing ourselves to be more sustainable in
every way. We are holding events where women can swap and repair their clothing to extend the life of a garment. Our
decisions are driven by the desire to make less stuff: let’s get better, not bigger. Our audience is engaged and cares and pushes
and inspires us to continually improve.

HOW WOULD YOU ADVISE THE NEXT GENERATION TO LEAVE AN IMPRINT IN THE
WORLD SIMPLY BY DOING WHAT THEY LOVE?

Oh man, | feel so ill-equipped to advise anyone! But I tell my kids: Simply doing what you love is not enough. Be kind and
fight for what is right. Let that be your first love.


http://www.counterpanestudio.com/
https://www.shoplebouton.com/
http://www.npr.org/podcasts/510313/how-i-built-this
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